
 

Citing Your Sources 

Incorporating a bibliography with footnotes or citations in MLA format was 

introduced in the 2020-21 YRE International Competition criteria. The aim is to give 

students the writing and citations skills that will help them produce credible 

journalistic work and prevent plagiarism. We believe these are skills that are also 

valuable throughout a student’s academic career, especially at the university level. 

The purpose of citing sources is not to make students’ lives more difficult, but to 

encourage quality journalism and reduce the spread of misinformation. 

We propose two ways for students to cite the sources they used in writing an article, 

a description or caption for a photograph or creating content for a video.  

 

Option 1: Footnotes 

In the article Fuel Your Body, Not Pollution: The Rise And The Problems Of 

Online Food Delivery, the authors used in-text footnotes to cite their sources. All 

the sources are listed at the end of the article under ‘References’.  

 

https://yrecompetition.exposure.co/st-christophers-school-bahrain
https://yrecompetition.exposure.co/st-christophers-school-bahrain


Option 2: MLA Citation 

MLA citation style requires an in-text citation with the author’s (or organization’s) 

name and page number. We proposed MLA style because it often used for writing 

pieces in the liberal arts and humanities fields. However, if students are more familiar 

with other citation formats such as Harvard or Chicago style, this is also acceptable 

(and encouraged!). Students may also use in-text citations with the author’s 

(organization’s) name and the publishing date. Full citations of sources used should 

be included at the end of the article under ‘References’.  

In the article, Fireworks - Beautiful Environmental Villains, the author uses 

Chicago style to cite their sources. In-text citation includes the author’s (or 

organization’s) name and publishing date and all sources used are included under 

‘References’ at the end.  

 

 

 

A more detailed example of the format for MLA citations format can be found on the 

next page. 

Title Author Publisher & Date 

https://yrecompetition.exposure.co/sweden-14


MLA Citation Guide 

 

Source: https://www.mendeley.com/guides/mla-citation-guide 

 

What about Photos and Videos? 

Any time a piece of information like a fact, a percentage or direct quote are used, the 

source should be given.  

For videos, all the sources used to create the content (including images, video 

footage and information) can simply be listed in a credit roll at the end. The credit 

roll can be in the form of a list of URLs or it can be formatted in MLA style (or 

another citation style) in a reference list, as mentioned above.  

For photographs, if the author uses a quote or statistic, etc. in their photo 

description or caption, then that source should also be cited using footnotes or MLA 

style with a reference list at the bottom of the Exposure page.  

For example, for submission titled “Deadly Demand” (see below), the author states 

that “Singapore is one of the world's largest markets for the horn and around 19% of 

Chinese Singaporeans actively use antelope horn products.” Is this information 

coming from a real and credible source? If yes, the source should be cited and listed 

in a reference list at the end.  

https://www.mendeley.com/guides/mla-citation-guide
https://yrecompetition.exposure.co/singapore-21


  

  

Adding a in-text 

citation and the 

source at the end in 

a reference list 

would greatly 

strengthen this 

submission.  


